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TEASER

FADE IN:
INT. THE ENTERPRISE - SECONDARY ENGINEERING

The secondary engineering deck is flooded with Romulan and
Terran engineers working at a listless pace. The deck is
three stories high but different than main engineering in
that it does not possess the large presence of a warp
reactor.

We focus on two people: Commander LIGHTHART and TEMAR.

TEMAR
This is quite the situation.

LIGHTHART
I'm glad you’re so impressed by
you’ re own team’s performance.
Conceited much?

Temar laughs.

TEMAR
While my team does do an excellent
job, a fact I am proud of and
willing to tell others conceitedly,
I am referring to the larger
situation at hand.

LIGHTHART
This void? What’s so impressive
about that? Purgatory is purgatory.

TEMAR
That’s just it Commander Lighthart.
This impressive emptiness is
impressive because of the things it
makes mortals think about. Seeing
nothing can do so much.
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LIGHTHART
Listen Temar, I know Romulans love
nihilism and I know the
philosophical and metaphysical
ramifications ‘nothing’ has, but
I'm just here for engineering
reports for the captain. Could you
talk to a counselor about it

instead?
TEMAR
I'm sure Sam is getting an earful
already.
LIGHTHART
Who?

Temar shakes his head and heads to a large console that
easily dwarfs both of their combines height. It shows
readouts of the entire saucer section’s power and data
routes.

TEMAR
I suppose this is what you want to
know about?

LIGHTHART
It would be a good place to start.
Whatever this problem is, it needs
to be solved.

TEMAR
Solved? Commander, are you certain
you know what the problem is? The
problem is--we don’t know WHAT the
problem is.

LIGHTHART
That’s unacceptable! If the captain
heard you speak like that he’d...

TEMAR
No need to make threats. I know
what I need to do but please
understand that we have never seen
something like this happen before.
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TEMAR (CONT'D)
Essentially, at random points of
time and place with absolutely NO
pattern to track, we lose both
power and data throughput. They
just dissipate in between relays,
in their consoles, or in junctions.
It’s unpredictable! Whenever or
wherever data and power might flow,
it doesn’t matter, they all just
start to atrophy, disappear and
then suddenly reappear from nowhere
as if nothing had happened.

LIGHTHART
This must be why we’ve been having
SO many power burnouts. Systems are
choking for power and after
ordering more from the core, the
missing energy comes back and
floods the system to burnout.

TEMAR
Same thing for data access. There
is an ever present lag in all
system accesses and it’s making it
very difficult to work. For
everyone on the ship. And we have
no idea what’s causing it, or how
to fix it.

Lighthart only stares at the console.

LIGHTHART
Quite the situation.

Temar smiles, Lighthart scowls.

LIGHTHART (CONT’D)
Well, not good enough. I can’t go
to the captain with just this. I
need you and your team to...

Suddenly, the room breaks out in awe and fascination from the
surrounding engineers. They are rushing to several large
windows that connect ceiling and wall.
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Outside the void, we see several splotches of light pulsate
rapidly in the nothingness. Quicker and quicker until the
lights on the engineering deck start to flicker in
conjunction. Darkness, then light, and in unison with the
strobes outside.

TEMAR
Your captain may be getting an
answer soon, Commander.

Suddenly, lights go out and red emergency floodlights
illuminate.

Then, like a choreographed act, every Romulan’s eyes roll
back and they fall to the ground unconscious. A collective
shuffle and thud is heard as Lighthart is left alone among

the sleeping deck with her fellow Terrans.

LIGHTHART
And even more questions.

With Lighthart standing in a red wash, backlit by the fading
strobe outside the ship, we...

FADE OUT.

END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE

FADE IN:
INT. THE ENTERPRISE - TEN FORWARD

Ten-Forward is, like much of the rest of the ship, dimmed to
a much darker tone. Beyond the surrounding windows is
nothing but blackness. The low hum of the ship's systems
reverberate throughout, and the only soul in the lounge is
SAM.

He sits all by himself, at the front of the place with his
head lazily resting on his hand. He watches the blackness
intently, as if he could will the stars to come out again.

KOTH
Would you mind some company?

Sam notices KOTH.

SAM
Please. You don’t seem busy.

Sam directs Koth toward the bar, and they both proceed.

KOTH
I'm an ambassador, Mr. Sam. I
specialize in negotiation between
new friends and old enemies alike.
As I see it now, however, there is
nothing for me to negotiate.

Sam pulls out a bottle of green ligquid and two glasses, which
he places before both of them.

SAM
(pouring two glasses)
Not needed, huh?

KOTH
I am not.

SAM
I know the feeling.
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Both pick up a glass.

SAM (CONT'D)
(holding the glass up)
Here's to not being needed.

Koth smiles as they drink and gives the drink a quizzical
look.

KOTH
I think the replicator is
malfunctioning.

Sam looks at his drink.

SAM
It's not replicated.
(sighs)
Another bottle gone bad.

KOTH
Do you know what's causing it?

SAM
Something about this wvoid, I guess.
This is the third bottle that's
gone that should be perfectly ripe.
Maybe I'll have Ensign Kelly take a
look around.

KOTH
I doubt she'll have time. I suppose
you heard the news?

SAM
The Romulans? I heard. I caught a
glimpse of the light out there. Do
we know anything new?

KOTH
I’ve not been apprised of the
situation. I know what you know,
and I know that a mood is settling
over the people of this ship I find
disturbing.
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SAM
Are you okay? To be blunt, it
looks like you're feeling that
disturbance too.

Koth let's slip a small smile.

KOTH
Perhaps. It is a natural reaction
to our plight.

SAM
But I didn't think it was the
natural Klingon reaction.

KOTH
I am not like the rest of my
people.

SAM

It's alright, Ambassador. You're
not the only one.

Koth looks sheepish and glares out the window emotionless.

SAM (CONT’'D)
Are you sure you’re ok?

KOTH
I must confess, despite how
integral space travel is to modern
day life, I have always felt
uncomfortable during long voyages.

SAM
And you took a job on one of the
longest voyages in Federation
history?

KOTH
The phobia is minor. This was a
good way to overcome 1it, but I must
also confess that the void out
there is degrading what progress I
had made against the fear.
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Sam looks at him comfortingly.

SAM
Hey, you don’t have to be in here
then. Coming in here with all these
windows isn’t going to make things
easier. Facing fears isn’t easy,
especially by yourself. A better
way would be to go out there and
start talking with people. Confide
and work with them because that
will show you that you’re not
alone. We have one another on this
ship.

Koth nods.

KOTH
We’ re not alone.

INT. THE ENTERPRISE - MEDICAL CLINIC

The medical clinic is smaller than sickbay but bustling with
medical staff presiding over unconscious Romulans. In charge
is Doctor MUNZ, the Bolian. With her is Lighthart. They stand
over Temar as the lights on the ship continue to flicker in
and out.

MUNZ
You’re sure that’s how it happened?
They all just collapsed when the
power went out?

LIGHTHART
I can’t be anymore clear than I
already have doctor. I have nothing
else to offer, now I need to go.

MUNZ
Commander, wait!

She tries to leave but when she reaches the door, Captain
SITO’s imposing form blocks her. He enters, touching his
tattoo and forcing her in with his stature.
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SITO
Report Commander.

LIGHTHART
Captain. I need to return to my
duties, Munz can fill you in from
here.

SITO
I'm under the impression you saw it
first hand?

LIGHTHART
Yes sir, but...

SITO
Then report, commander.

She sighs in defeat.

On cue,

LIGHTHART
I was in secondary engineering
when. ..

the lights begin to flicker.

LIGHTHART (CONT’D)
...when THAT started happening. The
ship’s seizing like that and
Rikilis and I are having a hard
time keeping her calm when this
happens.

SITO
You still don’t have a reason why
this may be happening?

LIGHTHART
Were you informed of the lights
outside?

SITO
Yes. I'm having Ensign Kelley look
into it.
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SITO (CONT'D)
I do want you and Rikilis working
on the ship’s systems because the
ensign isn’t able to make complete
scans with systems being disrupted
like this.

LIGHTHART
We should just fire a torpedo into
those things. If they are the
reason why this is happening that
will end this pretty quick.

A voice manages to squeak out a sentence...

TEMAR
Not wvery Starfleet, Commander.

Munz and a few aids go over to him and scan him frantically.

MUNZ
He’s awake!

SITO
Report.
Munz looks shocked.
MUNZ
(flabbergasted)

Report? Really sir?
Temar smiles slightly, his usual, lighthearted self.

TEMAR
Someone’s here, sir. We’re not
alone.

His eyes start to give. With that warning, he passes out
again.

INT. THE ENTERPRISE - SICKBAY
Sickbay is darkened, and a few crewmembers lay unconscious on

beds. Unlike the clinic, however, there aren’t as many aids
assisting Doctor KAOL, who mills between patients.
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SALEA comes in, holding a mug. She floats over to Kaol.

SALEA
Hey.

KAOL
Commander?

SALEA

How are they?

KAOL
They’ re the same. Exactly. I've
sent most of my aids to help with
the other clinics on the ship
because the Romulans got it worse.
These people are... i1t just seems
like they’re asleep. Peaceful. It’s
like I'm watching over a nursery.

SALEA
You’ re Romulan, Kaol.

KAOL
I know that.

SALEA
Then why didn’t you...

KAOL
No idea, Salea. I’ve haven’t had
time to look into it either. From
what I can tell, any crew member
with mild telepathic abilities
became overwhelmed and passed out.
Those with stronger abilities had
headaches but were fine in the long
run. Romulans still posses
abilities although they are
dormant. As for me... I don’t know.

Salea glances over to ANDRADE, who is one of the unconscious.

SALEA
And him?
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KAOL
Humans are not telepathic. We know
something happened to him while he
was in the void. It may be related
to this incident or it may not. I
have no way to tell.

Salea can only nod. She hands him the mug.

SALEA
I brought this for you. I know you
used to like it.

Kaol looks at it.

KAOL
Can’t say that I do anymore. But
thank you. I’11 give it another
try.

SALEA
Can you do me a favor?

KAOL
I have a favor to return.

He sips the drink.

SALEA
If he wakes...

Kaol nods when she trails off.

KAOL
I see. I’'11 let you know.

SALEA
It’s not that. I just want to know
what he saw. Kelly and Peridonis
said they experienced things out
there. Things that touch the very
core of what they were and what

they felt. Heavy stuff, and knowing

the Commander, he might have
something just as heartfelt.

12.
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Kaol looks surprised.

KAOL

You want to know what Commander
Andrade feels? About what?

She smiles reluctantly.

SALEA
Maybe I’'m asking too much. Tikarans

are more open about things like
that, I guess.

KAOL

I do have to respect that Commander
Andrade...

The lights go out. Pitch black for a moment and a few murmers

from the medical staff. Kaol and Salea can barely make each
other out.

SALEA
Kaol?

KAOL
Stay there, I have a torch over...

ANDRADE
Kaol.

A brief, stunned silence at Commander Andrade’s voice.

KAOL
Commander?
SALEA
What?
KAOL
Not you. Is he awake? I can barely
see...

Suddenly, the lights come back in a red flood.

Andrade is standing there, looking disheveled and sick.
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ANDRADE
The Romulans are with me. And we’re
not alone.

Kaol looks shocked. The red lights short out and the normal
illumination returns. Kaol has dropped his drink and Salea
has gone to his side. He begins to clutch his head in pain.

SALEA
Kaol?! Are you okay?

At first, he cannot answer.

KAOL
Salea? Did you see him? The
commander?

SALEA
Bruce? He’s right there.

He is still laying on the biobed. His vitals are unchanged.

SALEA (CONT'D)
Did you see something?

Kaol nods.

KAOL
I think he was trying to tell me
something.

SALEA
What?

He thinks for a moment.

KAOL
We’re not alone out in this wvoid.

FADE OUT.

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
INT. THE ENTERPRISE - BRIDGE

In the darkened Bridge, our focus is solely on PERIDONIS. She
is at her station working diligently enough but she has a
remarkable frown on her face. Her fingers fly across the
board, with the console only beeping 'Access Denied' alerts.

Finally, she growls and slams her fist into the panel. Ensign
KELLY slowly comes up behind her and cautiously puts her hand
on Peridonis's shoulder.

Kelly appears very cautious around Peridonis.

KELLY
(timid)
Are you--having some difficulties?

PERIDONIS
Nothing I cannot resolve on my own.
Thank you for offering.

Peridonis returns to her work, but Kelly watches intently.
Another 'Access Denied' beep.

KELLY
You know, if you isolate the main
positron flow and increase the
magnetic confinement across the
dilithium...
(Off Peridonis' glare)
Sorry.

Kelly removes herself back to her own aft station when in
walks Captain Sito and Lighthart from the turbolift, casually

touching his forehead on his way to Celeste.

SITO
You wanted to see us, Ensign?

Kelly still appears very upset.
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KELLY
Yes, sir. I think I'm making
progress. I think I may have a
hypothesis as to what’s going on.

Happy to hear this, they converge on her. She brings up a
diagram of four cloud-like things surrounding the ship. They
appear to pulsate, almost like a heartbeat.

KELLY
I've managed to build an image of
the lights out there. I'm still not
sure what they are, but these
readings are really weird.

LIGHTHART
‘Weird’ isn’t good enough, Ensign.

SITO
Can you be more specific?

KELLY
Whatever these are, they're
resonating on an entirely different
base quantum flux than everything
else.

SITO
Quantum flux? Are you saying these
things are from another, parallel
universe?

KELLY
Possibly. Maybe the void itself is
a parallel universe, but I doubt
it. These entities pulsating out
there seem to be designed to exist
in an entirely different dimension,
under a different environment with
different natural laws. If the void
was their natural habitat, we’d
cease to exist because of how
inherently exotic they are. I'm
starting to think they are probes.
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LIGHTHART
Why?

KELLEY
Well, whenever the ship seizes up,
the pulses increase from these
entities. I can only surmise that
they are attempting to scan us in
some fashion. We are getting doused
with huge amounts of nucleonic
particles every second and I can
only guess what kind of damage it’s
doing. It’'s likely related to the
recent rash of feints and seizures.

SITO
Can we find a way to shield
ourselves from them?

KELLY
I wasn’t sure at first but I
believe I can modify the nacelles
to envelope us in a static warp
shell. I may need to reroute some
non-critical systems. That’s why I
wanted Commander Lighthart to join
us, I need your help and
permission.

She doesn’t look to happy.

Sito begins to walk to his ready room,
Peridonis hunched over her console.

LTIGHTHART
I’d rather not but we’re not
getting anywhere with these things
interfering with everything we’re
doing.

SITO
Get started.

KELLY
Yes, sir.

hands folded behind his back.

17.

but his eye catches
He walks up to her,
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SITO
Lieutenant? What are you still
doing here? Your shift ended an
hour ago.

PERIDONIS
I am trying to fix the gamma
containment protocols for the Omega
Disrupter.

SITO
Why don't you leave it for the
night shift?

PERIDONIS
(angry)
They don't know the system like I
do, First! They will fail and
generate more problems.

SITO
I believe you could use rest,
Lieutenant.

Peridonis eases a bit, glancing at the several crewmen around
the bridge staring.

PERIDONIS
(calming)
I apologize, my First. I will...
(she stutters)
...return to my quarters.

SITO
Dismissed, then.

The shaken Jem'Hadar trots off with her head held low. She
exits. Suddenly, the lights begin to flicker on and off
again. Across the bridge, panels light to life then to
blackness in a chaotic rhythm. Power fluctuations.

SITO
Ensign Kelly, do you have a
hypothesis as to why these entities
might be affecting the crew
negatively?



FRONTIERS - "Lonely Time" - ACT TWO 19.

She seems unsure at first.

KELLY
I'd prefer not to speculate on that
count, sir. When it comes to trans-
dimensional theory, I'm not much
use. The only speculation I can
offer is Doctor Kaol’s, who seems
to think the mildly telepathic are
the ones most hurt. Telepathy isn’t
a well understood process, even to
the highly affluent. And how
nucleonic particles, of all things,
could be responsible... I just
don’t know yet.

SITO
Romulans are mildly telepathic and
Kaol is a Romulan.

LIGHTHART
(teasing)
Or is he-?

She offers a rare smile and continues her work.
INT. THE ENTERPRISE - TEN FORWARD - PANTRY

Sam is alone again, clearly doing work he’s been putting off
for some time from the sounds of grunts and cursing coming
from a pantry.

The room is lined with glassed off cubicles, where food and
drink are stored. Above are hefty storage bins. He is waist
deep in a cubicle, scrubbing out filth and grime.

Behind him, we hear footsteps. Sam also hears this.

SAM
Some actual business?

He gets out of the cubicle and looks behind him. No one.
Getting up and cleaning him self off, he goes to the
threshold to ten forward. No one is there either.
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SAM (CONT' D)
Hello? Need a drink?

No one. Sam smiles to himself.

He goes back and kneels down to get back in the cubicle. A
series of quick footsteps is heard again. Startled, Sam gets
up but rams his back against the open glass door.

From the impact, one of the large storage bins over head
falls and hits him in the head.

Sam collapses and cries out in pain. He writhes on the ground
for a bit, holding his head. Angry, he kicks the glass door,
which only wiggles as if mocking him and his pain.

Steps are heard again outside.
INT. THE ENTERPRISE - TEN FORWARD

Sam comes out, looking for the person causing his pain. He
holds his head, occasionally checking for blood. Nothing.

SAM (CONT'D)
Hello? Koth? Whoever’s there,
enough is enough. Got a pretty good
blow to the head on your account.

Nothing.
Outside, the pulsating probes begin to light again. This
causes Sam to cast a long shadow on the ten forward floor.

And from his shadow, we see a second one split off and walk
away.

ANDRADE
Sorry about that.

Sam turns to see Andrade.

SAM
Commander? You’re back.

ANDRADE
Almost. Didn’t really go anywhere.
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SAM
Why are you sneaking around my bar?
I got hurt.

ANDRADE
Like I said, apologies. Hey, I know
you don’t owe me now, but could you
do me a favor?

SAM
A favor?

ANDRADE
Go find Salea. She’s probably off
duty now and she might even be
sleeping. Don’t feel bad waking her
up to tell her this.

SAM
Tell her what?

ANDRADE
What I saw. She wanted to know.
Tell her that if I told her what I
saw, she’d call me crazy. WHY is
the more important question.

SAM
Why?

ANDRADE
Sometimes we Jjust have to give up.
We Starfleet types don’t do that
very well, but Tikarans may be
better at it than others.

SAM
Wait, what? Give up? On what?

ANDRADE
Sorry to be so cryptic Sam, but
something’s about to happen. I
gotta scoot before it does. Tell
her, please.
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Suddenly, with the flicker of the over head lights and a
burst of brightness from the pulsing lights, he is gone.

INT. THE ENTERPRISE - TEN FORWARD - PANTRY
Sam sits up. He finds that the large storage crate has fallen
and hit his head. He had been unconscious. He remains

confused and shocked as we...

FADE OUT.

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
FADE IN:
INT. THE ENTERPRISE - MEDICAL CLINIC

Munz is overseeing patients with her assistant, TOMS, another
Bolian aid.

MUNZ
Give him his dosage but I don’t
want another cerebral scan until
it’s dissolved out of his system.
It’s a miracle the hemorrhaging
didn’t kill him.

TOMS
Yes ma’am.

The lights flicker on and off again. A familiar occurrence
that everyone is now used to. Toms sets the pad down and they
walk to a less dense area.

MUNZ
What is it Toms?

He just looks at her for a second.
TOMS
We shouldn’t be here. You know

that.

Munz suddenly looks sullen and disappointed.

MUNZ
I was hoping it was just a stress
headache.

TOMS

If whatever happened to the
Romulans happens to us while we’re
performing surgery or giving a
manual push...
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MUNZ
I know Toms! I know, but we have to
take that risk.

TOMS
I don’t like risks, ma’am. If
another surge comes along again,
we’re likely to be next thanks to
our latent telepathy.

MUNZ
Empathy.

TOMS
Right.

She thinks for a second and picks up a new PADD.

MUNZ
We’re going to keep treating these
patients. Me AND you.

The lights flicker again.

TOMS
It’s a mistake.

MUNZ
We’ 1l take every precaution that we
can.

INT. THE ENTERPRISE - MAIN ENGINEERING

The main warp core is dimmed and even from this dimmed state,
it still continues to flicker from life to nothing. Rikilis
stands in front of it, looking disappointed and frustrated.

Lieutenant B’LIN joins him.

B’ LIN
Sir. Ensign Kelly and Commander
Lighthart are waiting for your go
ahead.
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RIKILIS
I know that! Don’t you think I know
that?

B’1in takes a step back.
RIKILIS (CONT’D)

This is the worst time for a
science experiment.

B’ LIN
They seem to think this warp shell
will...

RIKILIS

It’s all conjecture. I don’t know
if it will work and I don’t care.
What we need is to repair the ship
to working condition to warp out of
here. THAT should be our priority.

B’1in nods.

B"LIN
I do agree with your sir.

RIKILIS
Good.

B"LIN
But this is an order from Captain
Sito.

Rikilis slumps his shoulders again.

RIKILIS
Tell him we’re ready.

INT. THE ENTERPRISE - SALEA’S QUARTERS
Salea is just finishing getting dressed. She uses a mirror
surrounded by flickering vanity lights to finish up some last

touches and heads to her door.

When the door opens, we see Sam.
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Oh! Hello.
Sam is hesitant.
SAM

Hi. We’ve met before but...

SALEA
Sam, right?

SAM
Yes.

SALEA
What can I do for you this late
night? You’ll have to make it quick
though, I’'m needed on the bridge
for some special assignment.

SAM
Oh. Well, this is going to sound
kind of strange but I have a
message for you.

SALEA
From who?

Sam is again hesitant. His face shows a complete lack of
confidence.

SAM
Commander Andrade.

SALEA
What? What did he say?

SAM
Listen, I barely made it out of Ten-
Forward to tell you this because of
how silly this all sounds but you
have to believe me. I just saw him.

She looks shocked.

26.
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SALEA
He’s awake?!

SAM
No. No, not guite.

SALEA
Then how did you...

SAM
That’s the crazy part. It was...
more or less a hallucination.

SALEA
You’re starting to worry me. Why
are you coming to my quarters to
tell me about some hallucination?

SAM
He said that sometimes we just have
to give up. He said that Starfleet
types don’t really do that very
well but Tikarans may be better at
it. I don’t know.

She looks empathetic now.

SALEA
Mister Sam. That doesn’t mean
anything to me.

SAM
I gathered.

SALEA
Next time, let’s keep our
hallucinations to ourselves, o0k?

Sam laughs slightly. The lights flicker.

SAM
I didn’t know who “Salea” was when
he told me. I mean, it sounded
familiar but I had to look you up
in the database before I came down
here.

27.
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She nods.

SALEA
Uh huh. 0Ok, I have to go now.

He relents.

SAM
Sorry.

SALEA
It’s ok.

She gives him a friendly pat on the shoulder and exits toward
the bridge.

INT. THE ENTERPRISE - BRIDGE

KELLY
We have authorization from Rikilis.

Kelly is at a rear console, giving updates to Sito who is
near the front of the bridge. He watches the lights outside
the ship pulse in unison with the flickers of the ship’s
lights.

SITO
Do you think power will remain
uninterrupted long enough for this
to work?

KELLY
The surges are random but I'm
starting to get a feel for when
they are coming on. If I can time
the power transfers correctly, we
should be able to block out
whatever those lights are doing to
us.

Lighthart is next to her, somewhat impressed.
LIGHTHART

How are you able to “feel” for the
surges?
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She smiles sheepishly.

KELLY
Not sure, sir. Intuition I suppose?

LIGHTHART
Some intuition. They seem so
erratic it’s like a monkey is down
there throwing switches and levers.

Salea has just entered.

SALEA
Commander, despite the physical
similarities, it’s not very polite
to call Rikilis an ape.

29.

She is heading to her console at the front of the bridge.

Kelly makes some last minute punches on the console.

LIGHTHART
Ape’s TOO polite. I said monkey.

SITO
Enough. Are we ready?

SALEA
Getting settled in. May I ask what
we’ re doing?

LIGHTHART
We’ve got a “feeling” that a static
warp shell might shield us from
those light’s surges. Once it’s up,
we need you to get us the hell away
from them.

SALEA
I’"11l see what I can do.

KELLY
We’re ready sir.

Everyone settles in.
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SITO
Initiate the warp shell.

EXT. THE VOID

The massive ship is spotlighted in the void by the lights. We
can see systems flickers on and off throughout the vessel.

Then, a large bubble begins to form around her.
INT. THE ENTERPRISE - BRIDGE
Everything is eerily quiet.

SALEA

Well, it’s going up without a
hitch.

Lighthart approaches a console. She reads and breaks a smile.

LIGHTHART
I’11 be damned. The power surges
are starting to subside.

SALEA
I can tell. Feels nice to have a
rudder without all the jitters.

Sito remains cautious, however.

SITO
Let’s try and back away from them.
Slowly, Commander.

Salea manipulates the array of controls with her wvarious
tentacles.

SALEA
Aye sir. Backing away at quarter
impulse.

EXT. THE VOID

As promised, the ship is backing away from the lights.
Everything is smooth.
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Until the lights increase in brightness and
They begin to strobe at an incredible rate.
send out are in such quick succession, they

machine like.

The lights on the ship are visibly strobing
of the lights.

INT. THE ENTERPRISE - BRIDGE

31.

intensity.

The pulses they
seem almost

with the pulsing

Inside, the lights are turning on and off in quick bursts,

like some busy nightclub.

LIGHTHART
What the hell?

SALEA

I don’t think they want us to leave

just yet!

Suddenly, panels and consoles begins overloading.

SITO
Report!

KELLY

Systems are going down all over the

ship! Sir, I think the core might
be at risk.

SITO
Salea, all stop!

KELLY
Wait! No!

A large explosion kills the viewscreen.

KELLY (CONT’D)
Keep pulling away! If we stop now,
these pulses will overload every
system on the Enterprise!
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KELLY (CONT'D)
But if we escape from them now,
everything, including the warp
cores, should stabalize and be
okay! We HAVE to get away.

SITO
Ensign?!

KELLY
Trust me sir. It’s the only...

Suddenly, she shrieks in pain. She grabs her head and falls
to the ground. Lighthart runs to her side. Her eyes are
twitching back and forth.

INT. THE ENTERPRISE - MEDICAL CLINIC

In the medical clinic, the lights are erratically strobing as
well but, even more horrifying, so are the Romulans. They
shake with the same rigor and fury as the lights outside the
ship and inside. In complete unison.

On the ground, Munz and Toms are both down and seizing like
everyone else.

INT. THE ENTERPRISE - SICKBAY

In the main sickbay, Kaol is gripping his head in pain. The
lights are clearly confusing him further, as he bumps into
biobeds and consoles.

He then gets a glimpse of Andrade.

He’s sitting up in his bed. Fully conscious and devoid of any
emotion.

Kaol collapses.
INT. THE ENTERPRISE - BRIDGE

Kelly is on the ground, no longer screaming but clearly in as
much pain as before. Sito is now by her side

SITO
Salea, get us out of here. Best
possible speed.
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SALEA
Aye sir!

She starts to make her adjustment when a wave of realization
hits her. We can see her misgivings.

On her readout, we can see: <<<WARP CORE DESTABILIZATION IN
PROGRESS---RECOMMEND EJECTION>>>

INT. THE ENTERPRISE - SICKBAY

Andrade is watching Kaol flounder on the ground and an aid at
his side. He looks like a robot, with no emotion.

ANDRADE
Give up. Just give up.

INT. THE ENTERPRISE - BRIDGE

Salea’s tentacles are hovering over the controls. She looks
scared now.

SALEA
Bruce?

Sito notices her misgivings.

SITO
Commander!

SALEA
We can’t go. Oh no, what if I'm
wrong?

She doesn’t hesitate however.

SALEA
(over the comm)
Rikilis! Eject the warp core! NOW!

RIKILIS” COMM VOICE
No arguments from me!

SITO
What are you doing?!
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She doesn’t respond.

Her tentacles make a few quick swipes and the console shuts
down. And then so does everything else.

FADE OUT.

END OF ACT THRER
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ACT FOUR

FADE IN:
INT. THE ENTERPRISE - BRIDGE

The bridge is as we left it: black and still some sparks here
and there. 1In the darkness, we can hear people talking and
trying to sort things out. Sito's voice booms above all the

others.

SITO
Status report!

Another voice calls from the darkness...

SALEA
I think the ship failed. Rikilis
must have gotten the warp core
offline in time. Other than that
there's no way to tell what's going
on until backups kick in. Life
supports appear fine, gravity,
inertial dampers...

SITO
What were you thinking, Commander?!

Salea doesn’t respond. It’s still too dark but we can tell
there is shame on her face. Lighthart turns on her palm

torch.

LIGHTHART
There was huge surge in the power
distribution net before everything
freaked out. Subsequent overloads
followed. Engineering is the best
probable source for information.

More palm torches beam through the darkness. Kelly is trying
to get to her feet.

KELLY
I'm so sorry, Captain. All this
trouble...
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SITO
It’s not your fault Ensign. You
were doing your Jjob. And the
Commander was right, whatever those
probes out there are, they doesn’t
want us to go.

There is a pause as they soak this in.

SITO (CONT'D)
Sito to Rikilis.

SALEA
It's safe to assume the comm's down
as well.

SITO

Then I'm going down there.
Peridonis should be on the way,
we’re going to go find out what we
can but in the mean time I want
everyone trying to get what you can
up and running. Use backup cells if
you need to.

EXT. SPACE

We cut to an open shot of space. Not the sheer black of the
void but normal space. There is nothing but the stars and
silence.

However, we slowly pull back to see Commander Andrade. He is
still in his uniform, his arms at his side, and his eyes
closed as if asleep.

He slowly wakes. He looks around in astonishment and realizes
he's walking somehow; like there's an invisible floor beneath
him.

ANDRADE
What 1s this?

He sweeps his hands though space. Then, his eyes turn a
harsh red and we see a corridor with two people silhouetted
against a red light...
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An empty bed with a blood stain... Andrade firing at a
Separatist Andorian... Sito standing above Brea's body...

INT. THE ENTERPRISE - SICKBAY

Sickbay is just as bad off as bridge. Completely dark and
palm torches from the half of a dozen aids under Kaol’s
employ.

Kaol stands over Andrade's body, who has returned to his
coma. Kaol’s perspiring and clearly getting over the pain he
had just endured. He holds a tricorder and a hypospray as his
assistant CORDIN, a Vulcan, holds a light.

The tricorder is on the fritz. Kaol bangs it on the biobed to
get it to work.

CORDIN
Sir, I do not think that will make
the tricorder more efficient.

KAOL
No but it certainly makes me feel
better.
He scans Andrade.
CORDIN

Are you sure he was awake? It seems
highly unlikely.

KAOL
I know what I saw. His synaptic
patterns... They are going crazy.

Why didn’t I notice this before?

CORDIN
You were busy with other patients.

Kaol doesn’t accept this.

KAOL
We need to get him into an imaging
chamber. Do we still have those
backup batteries?
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CORDIN
I don't know if it will be enough.

KAOL
Well, we’re about to find out. Help
me 1lift him.

INT. THE ENTERPRISE - CORRIDOR

Captain Sito and Lieutenant Peridonis are traversing a

corridor with haste.

38.

They both shine palm lights into the

blackness as Sito scans the surroundings with his tricorder.

SITO
This isn't right.

PERIDONIS
First?

SITO
Emergency lighting, turbolifts,
replicators, transporters...
they're all offline, but life
support seems fine.

PERIDONIS
(disturbed)
Life support has an emergency fail-
safe system. In the event of a
total systems failure, life-support
will draw it's power from the
warp...

She realizes what's odd.

SITO
Rikilis ejected the warp core to
protect it from the overloads. So
even if it were online, it wouldn't
be operating at the efficiency
needed to power life support.
Something is keeping power going.

They come to a door. Shining a light on it, the label
"Maintenance Shaft Access".

reads:
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PERIDONIS
This will take us to the main
engineering deck.

She uses the manual release. It cracks open, she forces it
the rest of the way. They begin to climb down the shaft.
Suddenly, she SLIPS on the ladder and falls down the dark
shaft!

SITO
Lieutenant!

She SMACKS the bottom and it echoes though the tunnel. Sito
rushes down to her side. At the bottom, she sits against the
ladder.

PERIDONIS
I am sorry, First. I was clumsy.

SITO
Are you alright?

PERIDONIS
I am uninjured. But I showed
carelessness. I am sorry. I am
disgraced.

SITO

Only if you don’t get back on your
feet. Come on.

(he helps her up by her

hand)
There.

He notices something odd about her. Her hand is quivering,
almost violently. She pulls it away harshly. Sito, however,
does not push the matter.

EXT. SPACE
Andrade sits by himself in space. He buries his head in his

hands, crossing his legs. He talks to himself as his figure
just floats in space.
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Someone 1is approaching from behind. We see a long and
elaborate robe walking up behind Andrade, and puts his hand
on Andrade's shoulder. Andrade looks up to see Koth, who
smiles gently.

ANDRADE
(confused)
Koth? Where are we? What's going
on?

He gets to his feet and faces his friend.

KOTH
A more logical question would be:
what do you want this place to be?

ANDRADE
I don't understand. What’s been
happening? I keep getting flashes
of people; of Sam the bartender, of
Doctor Kaol, that Romulan
engineer...

KOTH
You're not really here, Commander.
But at the same time, you are.
(Andrade still looks
dumbfounded)
You are everywhere, yet nowhere.
You exist in a dimension of no
existence. A realm where matter
and anti-matter can coexist
peacefully.

Andrade smiles slightly.

ANDRADE
Then I'm dead?

KOTH
No, you are alive. And I am just a
mental projection.

ANDRADE
Of what?
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KOTH
I don't know. Maybe your mind's
trying to find some comfort, I
provide a sense of ease. Maybe I
am the voice of logic, as you are
unable to grasp the dimensions of
existence around us. Or maybe you
just need a familiar face. Someone
you can trust to prepare you for
something much larger.

ANDRADE
'Larger'? What would that be?

Koth smiles.

KOTH
Life. Death. Heaven. Hell.
Whatever your mind sees as reality.

ANDRADE
Koth, you're not making much sense.

KOTH
Give it time, Bruce. In time,
everything will be clear.

We slowly pull back from the two figure in space.
INT. THE ENTERPRISE - CORRIDOR

Sito and Peridonis are still walking through the halls, the
latter scanning the corridor.

PERIDONIS
I'm detecting a large amount of
nucleonic particles in this section
of the ship.

SITO
I see it too. It’s similar to the
waves of energy those probes out
there are giving off.

Something CRASHES behind them. They turn to see, Peridonis
looks startled.



FRONTIERS - "Lonely Time" - ACT FOUR 42.

SITO
(into the blackness)
Who's there?

Still no reply.

SITO (CONT'D)
Wait here.

Suddenly, the red emergency lights come to life. They are
simple, red strips that line the wall. Peridonis begins to
breathe heavier. She appears to be panicking.

SITO (CONT'D)
Looks like emergency power is...
(he notices Peridonis)
What's wrong?

She falls against the wall, huffing from fear. Sito goes to
her side, trying to help her up, but she only shoves him
away. The lighting is almost a solid red, a nightmarish
scene.

SITO (CONT'D)
Lieutenant, get up! We need to
keep moving. Engineering is just
down the...

She cries out.

PERIDONIS
We’re not alone! I can feel them!
For Founder’s sake, I can feel
them!

SITO
What are you talking about?

She appears to start crying.

PERIDONIS
It’s like they are trying to tell
me something but all I see are the
people I once loved. They’re gone
but I see them.
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PERIDONIS (CONT'D)
One has the face of my brother but
it’s not him underneath.

Sito can only watch as she breaks down.

PERIDONIS (CONT’D)
First... I can see Commander
Andrade there with them.

INT. THE ENTERPRISE - SICKBAY - IMAGING ROOM

The imaging room is still very dark. The lights haven't been
restored here but several torches are set up.

Andrade is in an imaging chamber being powered by several
very crude looking portable energy cells. Kaol is pouring
over the scans that machine is taking.

Cordin is taking readings with his tricorder.

KAOL
What are you doing?

CORDIN
I'm detecting massive amounts of
nucleonic energy in this room.

KAOL
What? The same kind those entities
out there are pumping out?

CORDIN
They seem to be converging on one
point. Him.

KAOL
That might explain these readings.
Something very odd is happening to
him. It’s the same thing that’s
been happening to all of us who
possess telepathic abilities.

CORDIN
But Terrans aren’t telepathic.
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KAOL

Well, Romulans are more so than
Terrans, and I've only just now got
a dose of whatever the nucleonic
particles are doing to us. There
doesn’t seem to be real rhyme or
reason.

(pause)
What’s happening to you?

EXT. SPACE

As before, Andrade and Koth are in space. Andrade touches
the bottom of his feet, yet he stands on some kind of floor.

ANDRADE
This place... it's like a dream but
I'm not dreaming, am I?

Koth smiles and shakes his head.

KOTH
You're in Sickbay right now. On a
bio scanner.

Andrade quickly steps closer to the Klingon.

ANDRADE
Koth, if this is just a dream why
does this feel so real?

KOTH
Because physically you are here.

ANDRADE
You JUST said I was in sickbay.

KOTH
You are.

ANDRADE
How the hell can I breathe in
space? How can I be in two places
at once?! What the hell is GOING
ON?!
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KOTH
Why are you so scared?

ANDRADE
I'm not Koth! I'm angry! I'm
pissed...

KOTH
Don't lie to yourself, Bruce. I am
you and I know that you're scared
and that you're trying to hide it
from me, from yourself.

ANDRADE
Please, I'm not in the mood for
a...

KOTH
Now you don't even want to face it.
It's what tore you away from Brea,
it's what's keeping you from
accepting the reality of her death.
You're unwillingness to change; to
adapt. You're a recluse, and until
you come to accept that the
universe isn't a happy and peaceful
place...

ANDRADE
I know goddamn well that the
universe isn't a peaceful place,
it's what STOLE Brea away from me!
I don't need you to tell me who I
am!

KOTH
And now you refuse to believe who I
am. I am you, Bruce Andrade.
Accept it! You're changing, the
universe is changing and sometimes
you just refuse to keep up.

45.
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KOTH (CONT'D)
You can do it, Bruce. You can live
with it.

Andrade looks up... Something isn't right.

ANDRADE
I can live with it? Last time I
felt like this, I was told to give
up. How can we even exist here when
we're not even seeing eye to...

Realizing something.

ANDRADE (CONT'D)
You ARE NOT a part of me.

Koth only stares back.

ANDRADE (CONT'D)
I know you aren't a part of me. Why
are you in my head? Who are you?

Koth suddenly vanishes into the darkness. The stars disappear
and a bright light consumes everything...

INT. THE ENTERPRISE - SICKBAY - IMAGING ROOM
Andrade is awakening. He is sweating and frightened. Above
him are Cordin and Kaol. Everything is muffled at first in

the torch 1lit room, but we finally are able to hear:

KAOL
Welcome back to the wvoid,
Commander.

Andrade sees them and his surroundings finally.
ANDRADE
Kaol? Where’s the captain? I think

I know what’s going on.

FADE OUT.

END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FIVE
FADE IN:
INT. THE ENTERPRISE - BRIDGE

Emergency lighting has been restored in the bridge. What'’s
most apparent, however, is the gathering of all the officers
on the bridge. Even Commander Andrade, back from a long
sleep.

SITO (V.O.)
Captain’s log, supplemental. Having
restored minimal power, we’ve
started trying to piece together
what’s been occurring the past few
days. I've called a meeting on the
bridge to try and figure it all
out. Commander Andrade is awake and
conscious and ever since then, the
entities outside have not been
interfering with the ship.

Scans of the entities are on the viewscreen (or what’s left
of it) and the bridge crew along with Koth, Kaol, and Munz
are in attendance.

Kelly punches in a few commands, another analysis of the
entities.

KELLY
What the commander has given us is
a lot to chew on, but since we got
up and running and they aren’t
bothering us as much anymore, I’ve
been able to run detailed scans on
the lights.

SITO
What did you find?
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KELLY

I had the computer run a series of
scans to isolate their structure at
the quantum level, because we’ve
known that these are from some
other universe. Quantum scans are
the only way to get reliable
results in this case. These
entities are either fabrications
made by living creatures, or...

(beat)
...0r they themselves are living
creatures. Some kind of non-
corporeal beings.

LIGHTHART
Is that possible? I mean... are
they sentient?

SITO
Xenobiology has shown stranger
things are possible.

KELLY
If we can find some way of
communication...

Sito points to Andrade.

SITO
We believe he WAS that
communication.

The crew is intrigued.

ANDRADE
(nervously)
Yeah. The nucleonic particles were
their tether to me. It bonded them
to me but had some ill side
effects, such as the Romulans and
other telepathic species on board.

SALEA
By the way... Bolians? Since when?

48.
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Munz looks down, almost like an ashamed child, scolded.

ANDRADE
It also had an effect on the ship
too, because from the brief glimpse
I got, machine and people are the
same thing to them. They can’t tell
the difference.

KOTH
Do we know what they want?

ANDRADE
Not ultimately. All I know is that
they need to talk to me again.

RIKTILIS
Probably to send you back to us,
brainwashed and prone to kill us
all! I don’t trust these things.

ANDRADE
We don’t have a choice!

SITO
This doesn't change the fact that
they harmed the crew and the ship.

RIKTILIS
Harm the ship, they did! The last
surge took out half the power
matrix. And dumping the warp core?
Dumbest thing we’ve done the whole
mission so far.

SALEA
HEY! You didn’t argue one bit when
I told you to eject the thing! You
sounded excited to get the thing
out of your engineering deck!

Andrade speaks up.
ANDRADE

Don’t start blaming one another.
Salea ordered the right thing.
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ANDRADE (CONT'D)
If we didn’t eject the warp core it
WOULD have blown.

He huffs at this but remains silent.

SITO
Commander Andrade is right. We must
maintain order, especially in a
time like this. How far is this
going to set us back?

RIKILIS
Up until we can get the warp core
back. The tractor beams are all
offline, they were knocked out by
the last power surge.

LIGHTHART
Captain, this section of space is
dotted with small scale subspace
fractures. If the warp core passes
through one of those, it could
become inoperable.

SALEA
I could take a shuttle out and
retrieve 1it.

SITO
Please do, and make it quick.
Rikilis, go with her. Maybe you can
work out your differences in the
shuttle. In fact, I expect you to.
You're dismissed; leave
immediately.

Rikilis nods and follows Salea out. Neither appear happy.
Sito confronts Kelly.
SITO (CONT'D)
I thought you said the warp shell

would block all the particles, that
the ship would be safe.
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Sito turns

Andrade 1is

KELLY

I'm sorry, sir.
(confused)

I don't know. The entities sent
out a massive amount of the
particles before the field was
completely up. It looks like it
accumulated in the warp core and
was dispelling through the power
matrix and feeding right back into
the core.

LIGHTHART
They saw it coming. That’s one hell
of a threat.

around, thinking about this.

KELLY
I think that proves their
sentience. At any rate, we're safe
from the energy waves for now. As
long as they don’t try to interface
with the commander again. Assuming
they latched onto him when we were
out in the void and he returned
here with that connection. Another
connection might continue the
damage we’ve already been
sustaining.

quick to retort. He looks slightly dizzy.

ANDRADE
Captain, it's me they want.

SITO
Yes but we can’t risk letting you
interface with them again. Once
they have a grip on you, they have
a grip on everyone and everything
around us.

51.
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ANDRADE
They said they need to talk to me.
I said it before, I can feel when
something is wrong or right. Right
now, I feel as if I need to speak
with them.

SITO
It will only damage the Enterprise
further.

ANDRADE
(Andrade looks exhausted)
You have to trust me.

SITO
My concern is the trust you have in
them. You want to put us all at
risk over this, and for what? What
evidence can you offer?

Andrade looks for an explanation.

ANDRADE

Only my gut.

(Sito grunts in

disapproval)
Captain, listen. I think they’re
still in my head. Even right now
and I don’t think they WANT to hurt
us. But...

(looking for words)
I know I'm not your favorite
officer. I know that since I came
aboard, I've been regarded more as
a joke than anything. It's nothing
new, it's something I've gotten
used to in the past few years. But
right now, I have the chance to do
something I think is meaningful.
My life has been pointless the past
few years and everyone... Koth,
Brea, you... all of you have tried
to show me that there's more. That
there are things worth having faith
in.

52.
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ANDRADE (CONT'D)

53.

You gave me a chance, Captain, and
I'm grateful. Now let me repay

you. Let me do this.

SITO
Even if it kills you?

ANDRADE

Ever since I left Bajor, I've lived
for no one but myself. If I die, I
want it to be for someone else.

For something more. I don't know
what they want with me but if my
death spares this ship and this
crew, then I'm willing to take that

chance.

Sito takes a long beat to socak in the words.

SITO
Commander, what of the other
crewmen affected by this?

ANDRADE

I don’t think they are in danger

anymore. They only suffered

because whatever those things are,
they were looking for me and when
we tried to stop them, they looked
harder. If we can just... give up

and let go we should be fine.

Look

at what letting go did with Salea
and the warp core. I know it’s

difficult...

The Captain regards Andrade carefully.
confident in his pose.

SITO

The commander looks

All right, Commander. You have my

trust.

The crew share mixed reactions to this,
accept it.

but they seem to
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ANDRADE
(to Kaol)
I have to be unconscious to be able
to speak with them.

KAOL
I can safely induce a coma-like
state. But you should know that
when you’re under their influence,
your vital signs become erratic.
I’11 do what I can, but if you
can’t work things out quickly, you
may not wake up.

ANDRADE
I understand.

INT. THE ENTERPRISE - SICKBAY

We see Andrade lie down onto the bio bed with Sito and Kaol
around him. Kaol tightly holds a hypo in his hand.

ANDRADE
(without worry)
Try not to miss me too much.

KAOL
(regarding the hypo)
This will induce a coma which
should leave you completely at the
mercy of the entities. Whether or
not you wake is up to you.

ANDRADE
Wow, the third coma I've had in the
past week. You're sure this is
safe?

KAOL
Is the coma safe? Yes. It's
what's going to keep you alive as
long as possible while the entities
are in contact with you.
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ANDRADE
I get it. Maybe it’s better this
way. It feels horrible awake, like
needles in my head.

SITO
Once your under, we'll move
everyone else affected into a safe
zone. Somewhere safe from nucleonic
particles.

ANDRADE
Good idea. And thank you Captain.

Sito looks as though he's going to speak, but only nods in
response. Kaol steps in with the hypo, but Sito stays his
hand for a moment.

SITO
You were right about one thing,
Commander. When you came aboard,
you were not my 'favorite' officer,
as you put it. I did not share
Koth's optimism regarding your
potential. I was certain you were
going to be a drain on this ship
and this mission.

ANDRADE
That’s a happy thought to go to
sleep to. 1I’'d hate to ask what you
think of me now.

SITO

Now? I don't think that.

(touches his forehead)
May the Harmony that exists between
all life forms protect you and
return you safely, so that the
Order of this ship will not be
broken. Preparedness, order, trust,
and harmony - forever and for all.

ANDRADE
Amen.
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Sito motions to Kaol as Andrade shuts his eyes. Kaol injects
Andrade. There is a moment of silence between the two.

KAOL
Captain, we're placing a lot of
faith in the Commander and these
things. Do we have a contingency
plan?

Sito looks at him with a stern face.

SITO
I've spoken with Peridonis about
that. Yes...
(he sighs)
I'll be on the bridge. Please keep
me informed on the Commander's
condition.

Sito immediately heads out the door leaving the doctor and
commander by themselves.

EXT. THE ENTERPRISE

The Enterprise drifts through the void. The four energy
clouds close in on the ship.

FADE TO BLACK.

END OF ACT FIVE

TO BE CONTINUED...
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