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THE H GH LI FE

“Exordi unf
TEASER
FADE | N:

I NT. APARTMENT - DAY

W slowy fade in on an entirely unfurnished apartnent.
Barren, white walls and scratched, hard wood floors are
virtually the only things available to catch one’ s eye.

To our far right, we can make out the initial forthcom ng of,
what is nost presumably, the kitchen as a counter top is
scarcely within view

As we stare blankly at the enpty apartnent, a JI NG.I NG of keys
warns us of someone’s approachi ng and nonents later, a tall
casually dressed man in his md-twenties bursts in through the
door, a bit of sweat running through his short, brown hair.

LEE wal ks excitedly around the apartnent’s bare innards as he
runs his hand along the walls on his way to the kitchen. A
j oyous, deep breath precedes a thick, English accent.

LEE
(to hinsel f)
It’'s perfect.
(beat; giggling)
Sublinmely perfect.

He di sappears into the kitchen for a nonment’s tinme and
reappears, smling back into the kitchen

LEE (cont’ d)
And though | wal k through the
val l ey of the shadow of death, |
will fear not the |ack of
refrigeration within

He | aughs at his own joke for a nonment then turns around and
wal ks into the |iving room

Before he can get very far into the room however, he's
interrupted by an approaching voice with a, |ikew se, English
accent .

I AN (Q. 9)
Hel | 0?
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CONTI NUED:

Lee turns ecstatically fromthe [iving roomand hurries to the
door. In through the very same door, |AN, 20, enters.

He’'s a noderately sized man with thick, brown hair and a pair
of oversized eyegl asses. He drops a bag from underneath each
armand stares inquisitively at Lee.

LEE
(curiously)
I an?
| AN
Lee?

Both nen nod their heads with a | augh.

lan (cont’d)
I don’t know whether to go for the
full fledged and possi bly border
breaching hug or stick within the
confortable confines of a manly
handshake.

LEE
| say we start with a handshake
and see where it goes fromthere.

They shake hands for a nonent before lan pulls Lee closer and
enbraces himin a tight HUG for a matter of nonents.

I AN
|’ ve known you nearly as |long as |
have nost of ny famly...and |ike
you better than any of them
think that constitutes a hug.

LEE

(1 aughi ng)
Al right, but just the once. God
knows how Anericans take to two
men huggi ng...especially in Los
Angel es.

(beat)
But |l ook at this place! Isn't it
amazi ng?

lan stares apathetically at his surroundings for nonent before
he wal ks lazily past Lee and throughout the apartnent. He

qui ckly pops his head into the two doorways on this side of

t he apartnent.

He then | ook curiously across the apartnent to anot her doorway
on the other side of the room
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

| AN
(conf used)
These are bedroons.

LEE
I’msure they Il conme in handy,
t hen!

| an stops and points toward a door on the other side of the
room

| AN
Then what the hell is that?

Lee | ooks back to the cl osed door for a nonent and then back
to | an.

LEE
How should I know? | wal ked
t hrough the door no nore than a
few nonments before you did!

| AN
|l think it’'s safe to assune that
it'’s a bathroom

LEE
Good to see the plane ride across
the pond didn’'t conprom se your
unparal |l el ed sense of pointing out
t he obvi ous.

I an stops and | ooks around for a nonent before | ooking back to

Lee agai n.
I AN
(beat)
I don’t see anynore doorways.
LEE
I’mtrying desperately to find a
point to this, lan, | really am

Maybe it’s hearing you speak

i nstead of reading a blunt nmessage
over the internet, but you may
have to help ne out a little bit
her e.

| AN
This is only a two bedroom
apartnment!
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)

LEE
Rel ax. Everything is going to be
fine.

I AN

Fine?! You told nme on the phone
that you got a three bedroomfl at!

LEE

Yeah, well...as it turns out, they
rented all the three bedroom
apartnments in this building so
this is the best we can do, short
of living rent free in the alley
out back.

(beat)
Can’t you just be thankful we're
here? This is LA, man! W’ re going
to be famous in a matter of
days. .. probably hours!

lan stares apathetically for a nonent.

Lee (cont’d)
Conme on. Cheer up! W’ ve got
celebrating to do. It's all com ng
together! This is the result of a
collective effort that we’ ve both
been building toward our entire
lives and we're finally here...in
LAl We are the gods of our
destiny, ny friend...

Lee grabs Ian and throws his arm around his shoul der as he
| ays out his vision with a series of hand gestures in front of
t hem

LEE (cont’ d)
...and these deities are bound for
far greater things than
destitution.

lan’s apathetic look turns to a frown before becomng a smrk
and then slowy working its way into a realizing smle. Lee
sm | es back and pats himon the shoul der.

Lee (cont’d)
Am |l right or aml right?

| AN
(reluctantly)
Wow.
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CONTI NUED: (4) | AN( cont ' d)
| don’t know that |’ve ever heard
a speech that screaned bull shit
half as |loudly as the words that
just came out of your nouth...but,
as strange as it sounds, those
words actually nade a degree of
sense. | think --

I an stops short as he glances to the kitchen.

LEE
VWhat ?

I AN
There’s no refrigerator!

LEE
(nonchal ant | y)
Don’t worry about that. W' |l get
a tub and sone dry ice.

BLACK QUT.

END OF TEASER
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CONTI NUED: ( 5)
ACT _ONE
FADE | N

I NT. APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

As we slowy cone back in on the vastly enpty apartnent, we
see a few things have sporadically started popping into place.
A bag here, a box there, and lan and Lee busily unpacking

t hi ngs.

LEE
(restless)
Don’t you think this could wait?

I AN
What good is it going to do us
havi ng an apartnment w th nothing
init?

LEE
It’ll have things in it. They’l
just be scattered about the floor.

I AN
You know as well as | do that the
various tal ent agencies and
producti on conpanies are going to

be there tonorrow. | don't really
see us getting signed to a
multimllion dollar deal our first
day in LA

LEE

We're damm sure not going to if
we're sitting around the
apartnment, unpacki ng boxes.

I AN
Hey, |’ ve never considered nyself
to be the voice of reason, but
right now, |I’msounding like the

Pope on Sunday nornings. If you
don’t settle down a bit, you're
head’ s going to start doing that
exorcist thing...and then |1
have to kill you

LEE
Fine! W' Il unpack.
(sarcastically)
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CONTI NUED: LEE( cont ' d)
Fame and fortune be dammed, but at
| east we’ll have the words ‘tidy

abode’ chi sel ed on our headstones.

| an shakes his head at Lee's inpatience for a nonent before
t he sound of approaching footsteps scarcely nake their way
into the apartnent.

lan and Lee smle to each other, junp to their feet, and run
to the door.

I NT. APARTMENT - DOORWAY - CONTI NUOUS

Lee RIPS the door open to find a startled CLAIRE, 26, nearly
droppi ng the single piece of luggage that she’'s carrying with
t he door’ s unexpected abruptness.

Her long, brown hair is drawn up into a pony tail and a pair
of glasses rest firmy upon her face. A pair of confortable
jeans and a T-shirt cover her body and she quickly catches her

br eat h.
LEE
daire!
CLAI RE
| guess I'’min the right place,
t hen.

The guys share a quick |laugh and step out of the doorway, Lee
taking the bag from her hand as she awkwardly ENTERS the
apart nent.

LEE
How was your flight?

CLAI RE
They were fine. Believe it or not,
they didn't offer a direct flight
from South Africa to Los Angel es.
I had three | ayovers.

I AN
That happens a lot to the little
guys over here. | think they cal

it the long armof ‘the man.

CLAI RE
(uneasily)
Ckay, | can’t do it anynore.
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CONTI NUELD: CLAI RE( cont ' d)

| thought I mght figure it out
within a few nonents tinme and
avoid any awkward situations from
t he begi nning, but you’ ve both got
accents and you’'re saying
extrenely bland things. | know

|’ ve seen both of your pictures,
but which one’s which?

Wt hout answering, both guys lunge for a GROUP HUG |eaving a
conforted smle on her face.

Claire (cont’d)
I's this how everyone greets one
anot her in LA?

LEE
Apparently so.

The guys pull back fromthe hug and Lee steps aside with an
inviting arminto the apartnent’s innards.

Lee (cont’d)
Isn’t this place great?!

I AN
(apat hetical ly)
It’s only got two bedroons.

LEE
Don't mnd him He' s just crabby.

I AN
There’s no refrigerator either.

Claire stares quizzically at Lee for a nonent.

LEE
It’s not that big of a deal! |I'm
sure we can find one at the corner
mar ket .
CLAI RE
(beat)
Seriously, which one is which?
LEE
For Christ sake, woman. |’ve only

spoken to you every day for the
past year. You can’t tell by ny
speech patterns?

CLAI RE
Lee?
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

He nods al ong.

Claire (cont’d)
Readi ng a nessage and listening to
you speak are two entirely
di fferent things.
(beat; thinking)
Your accent is thicker than
m ght have thought.

LEE
| get that all the tine.

CLAI RE
(whi speri ng)
Is that lan?

Before Lee can even get a word out, another woman rushes into
t he door.

EMMVA, 18, is a short, blonde girl of mediumbuild, attired in
your typical skater girl clothing.

A small tattoo encircles her right wist and she, |ike the
maj ority of the people, speaks with an English accent upon
openi ng her nout h.

EMVA
Clairel

Emma qui ckly HUGS C aire and noves onto Lee.

Emma (cont’ d)
You're taller than | thought!

LEE
The internet takes inches away
from your height.

Wt hout acknow edging Lee’s words, she noves on to |an.

EMVA
| an!

Emma HUGS him just as she had the others. Claire watches for a
nmonment before she | ooks back to Lee.

CLAI RE
How di d she know who everyone was?

CHRIS (O 9)
She knew that neither of them were
me.
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)

Claire turns back around to see CHRI'S, 18, struggling to nmake
it through the door with an assortnent of |uggage draped
unevenly around his neck and arns.

His casual clothing is danped with sweat as he works to slowy
unl oad the bags upon the floor.

LEE
Chris?
CHRI S
(agreei ng)
Chri s.
LEE

Good god, man! Did you bring
enough stuff?

CHRI S
(rolling his eyes)
This is all Enma’s. My stuff is
still downstairs in the crack
fiend infested | obby...probably on
its way to the pawn shop by now.

CLAI RE
How di d-

LEE

Ran into her at the airport. Saw a
girl wth an English accent
raising hell with an airport
enpl oyee about how her bags were
handl ed and took a chance.

(beat)
It was her.

EMVA (O 9)
This place is great!

LEE
That’s what |’ ve been saying!

Lee takes off in Emm’s direction, leaving Chris and Claire to
stand al ongsi de one another as Chris drops the finale few bags
to the floor

CHRI S
(notioning to Enma)
She’s got a lot of energy to be
such a smal | person

ANGLE ON:  EMVA

10.
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CONTI NUED:  ( 4)

Back with Enma and Lee, the two of themrun to each room of
the smal |l apartnent, exclai m ng wonder nent.

CLAIRE (O 9)
| can tell.

ON SCENE

lan wal ks back into viewto stand with Chris and d aire,
staring back at Lee and Emmma.

I AN
Does anybody el se think they' re
taki ng this whol e deficient
apartment situation’ too lightly
or did soneone slip sonme downers
into nmy drink on the plane?

CLAI RE
This place isn’t that bad.

CHRI S
Besides, fromshort tine that 1’ve
known her, |1’'ve cone to realize
that Emma tends to bring the
exci tenment out of people.

LEE (O S)
Alright, guys...l was going to
wait until later to do this, but
the excitenent is getting the best
of ne.

CHRI S
Tol d you.

(beat)

Don't worry. Lee will be |aid out

on the floor in a few m nutes. No
one can keep up with that girl.
| NT. APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Everyone wal ks into the center of the living roomto find Lee
reaching happily into one of his bags.

ANGLE ON: LEE

11.
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CONTI NUED:

LEE
| stopped at the corner store on
the way up because, not only do we
need to christen our new hone, but
| also plan on nmaking a toast that
woul d rival the sentinent of a
Shakespeari an pl ay.

Wth that, Lee begins pulling out 24 oz. cans of beer fromhis
bag and handi ng t hem out.

The tops start popping as soon as Lee hands them out.

LEE (cont’ d)
When sonet hing as mracul ous as
all of us com ng together from
three different continents in a
conbi ned effort to satisfy our
dreans of making it in this
busi ness of entertainnent, it’s
not hi ng short of the word
itself...mracul ous. But what does
that word even nean? It’'s been ny
finding that-

EMVA (O S)
| need anot her one.

LEE
Anot her what ?

ON SCENE

Emma i s hol ding her enpty can upside down, shaking it
synbolically at Lee s benused expression.

LEE (cont’ d)
|..didnt get anynore.
(beat)
Anyway, mracul ous --

lan drops his enpty can on the fl oor.

I AN
Wiy the hell not?

LEE
There are five of us. Five beers
seened |ike a feasible nunber.
Besi des, the toast is a synbolic
gesture, one that you’' re supposed
to wait for ne to finish the toast
itself to start your beer bongi ng.

12.
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2) LEE( cont " d)

(beat; collecting hinself)
Anyhow, |ike | was saying --

EMVA
Seriously, that’'s all you bought?

LEE
To hell with it!
(apat hetical ly)
Yay, we’'re here.

He pops the top of his beer and takes a drink as he wal ks
angrily off screen.

I NT. APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - EVEN NG 5

The entirety of the apartnent is busily unpacking and
arrangi ng, leaving themto look like a flock of Santa’s little
hel pers.

Chris and Lee are sitting in the floor, having acquired the
job of putting together an entertai nnent center.

As they work, Lee occasionally |oses sight of the project at
hand and gl ances over in Emma and Claire’s direction as
they' ' re tidying up the kitchen.

LEE
Do you think she really is?

Chris curiously | ooks around for a nonent and then back to
Lee.

CHRI S
Do | think who is what? We're in
the real world now, Lee. The
pronoun game doesn’t work as wel |

as it does when typing. | can't
read the post above to find
cont ext .
LEE
A pol e dancer?
CHRI S
Emma?
LEE
(quietly)

Hel | yes Enma! Who el se am | goi ng
to be tal king about?
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CHRI S
Claire’ s standing right beside
her .

LEE
Has Claire ever made nention of
herself as being a pol e dancing
princess...or a dancer of any kind
for that matter?

CHRI S
Not that --

LEE
Go ask her.

CHRI S
Claire?

LEE
Enma!

CHRI S

You go ask her!

LEE
Look ne in the eyes and tell ne
that you wouldn’t like a |lap dance
to comrenorate the evening.

CHRI S

Not as nmuch as I'd like to not get
sl apped for ny troubles. I'm
pretty sure that Enma just says
that as a joke. | know this is our
first ‘face to face’ with her, but
isn’t it obvious that she’'s a bit
of a tease when it conmes to stuff
like that? | think we’d be meking
a huge mstake if we took any of
it to heart and | woul d nost
likely have the bruise to prove
it.

(beat)
And t hus concludes ny rejection of
your proposal.

LEE
I know you’re young and still a
bit shy, but this is going to end
one of two ways.

14.
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2) LEE( cont " d)

Ei t her she gives us both a |l ap
dance or she doesn’t. Either way,
it’s going to be a result of your
aski ng.

CHRI S

(quietly)
Hey, you' re not the boss anynore!

LEE
Si nce when?!

CHRI S
Since we all agreed that you
weren’'t the boss anynore, that we
were all equals inthis little
writing venture.

LEE
(beat; sighing)
| knew bl oody well that I
shoul dn’t have agreed to that.

lan wal ks into the apartnment fromthe hall,

| ooki ng strangely

back to the hall as he ENTERS the |iving room

| AN
Ckay, apparently the person that
we need to talk to is called ‘the
super’.

CHRI S
The super what?

I AN
I’mnot sure. | think the |ady
that told nme that m ght have been
under the influence of sonething
or anot her, though, if that hel ps.

EMVA
(excitedly)
Did she have any nore?

I AN
(beat)
Any nore what ?

EMVA
Real |y doesn’t matter at this
point. I'’mfive past sober.

15.
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I AN
She did make nention of a
nei ghbor hood pub just around the
corner.

LEE
Real | y? A pub? That’s great. I1t’ 1|
be just |ike hone!

I AN
Well, she called it a bar, but I'm
guessi ng the sanme basic principles

apply.

LEE
VWhat the hell are we waiting for,
t hen?

EMVA
Do you prom se not to use the word
m racul ous once we get around the
al cohol ?

Lee shoots her an apathetic | ook.

LEE
| promise that I'Il refrain from
any notivational speeches until we
all sober up properly and | give a
fair warning.

CHRI S
| ” m gane.

LEE
Then it’s settl ed!

EMVA
It’'s so exciting. Qur first tine
in an American bar!

CLAI RE
Wait, guys. Tell ne |’ m not
hearing this right. W cone al
the way out here in hopes of
striking it rich and we’re goi ng
to a bar?

LEE
Either that or we could spend our
first night in the states
unpacki ng.

16.
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CONTI NUED:  ( 4)

The group exchanged m schi evous | ooks as we. ..

FADE TO BLACK.

END OF ACT ONE

17.
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CONTI NUED: ( 5)

ACT _TWO
FADE | N:

EXT. STREETS - EVEN NG

The gang is wal king down the street, casually inspecting the
bui | di ngs as they pass.

EMVA
(angrily)
What the hell kind of dictatorship
is this?!
CHRI S

This country sucks.

LEE
I had entirely forgotten that you
have to be twenty-one to drink
her e.

I AN
(apat hetical ly)
Ch, just shut up.

LEE
VWhat ?

I AN
Li ke you or Claire have to worry.
You're both *‘of age’.

LEE
Excuse the shit out of ne for
being born in ‘78, you daft prick!
Why don’t | just go back and sl ap
my not her for having been a
married woman and engagi ng in the
act of procreation with her
husband?

EMVA
There’ s just a | aw agai nst buying
beer, right? I wonder if we can
drink it, just not buy it?

CHRI S
I think they go hand in hand.

18.
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EMVA
Well, what’s to stop Lee from
buyi ng up mass quantities and
taking it back to the apartnent,
t hen?

Chris | ooks over to Enma with a nod of approval and then back
to Lee.

LEE
(adamant | y)
No. My first day in Anerica, | am
not breaking the |aw

CHRI S

| think you already did when you
gave beer to us in the apartnent
earlier today. I’"mnot politica
scientist, but there’s got to be a
| aw agai nst giving al cohol to
people who can’'t buy it in the
store. Wuldn't make nmuch sense

ot her w se.

LEE
Wel|l that’s where the paper trai
st ops!

EMVA
Lee...?

LEE
No!

| AN
Lee...?

LEE

Pout all you want, you wanker
bastards because it’s not going to

happen.
EMVA
But Lee...?
LEE
Boll ocks to the lot of you. |’m

goi ng hone.

Lee turns around and | ooks at their surroundi ngs before
turning back to them and using the sane adamant voice.

19.
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

Lee (cont’d)
(beat)
Where is hone?

Of of Lee’'s benused expression, we CUT TO

EXT. STREETS - LATER
Est abl i shi ng.

LEE (O S)
You lot are lucky that | couldn’t
find ny way hone!

Once nore, we find the group wal ki ng down the, verging on
famliar, streets of LA Only this tine, Lee is pulling a
wheel ed i ce chest behind him

Emma i s wal ki ng al ongside Lee, admring the ice chest.

EMVA
The i ce chest has wheel s!

CHRI S
(1 aughi ng)
You are so easily anused.

EMVA
Hey! Wheel ed ice chests may be the
next big thing in Canada, but in

Engl and, we’'re still man enough to
carry our ice chests...the nen are
anyway.

CHRI S

For the sake of peace and due to
the fact that three fifths of us
here are British, I'"mgoing to |et
t hat slide.

EMVA

(playfully)
Damm right you are.

LEE
Do settle down, children. Don’'t
make me take the beer back to the
store.

I AN
You’' d never find your way hone.

20.
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LEE
| could take a cab
I AN
Just pull the damm ice chest,
gr andpa.
LEE

Wiy the hell am | the one pulling
the ice chest, anyhow?! | bought
t he damm beer.

CHRI S
If it’s illegal for us to purchase
the beer, it’s only logical to
assume that we’'re not allowed to
pull a tub of it down the street.

CLAI RE
You want ne to pull it for a
whi | e?

LEE

That woul d cap off ny |ess than
stellar first day state side,
woul dn’t it? Breaking the |aw on
mul ti pl e occasi ons and naking a
woman bear the fruits of ny

nefarious labor. 1'"m already well
on my way to becom ng Tony
Montana, but | think I'1l hold off

on the sexist angle until ny
cocai ne addiction really kicks in
and | have an excuse.

EMVA
Pl us, where would be the fun in
t hat ?

Lee shakes his head as he stares vengefully at a smling
Chris. Of of his less than happy smle, we CUT TO

I NT. APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

The entire gang is busy once again, unpacking, cleaning, and
goi ng on about getting things set up, but this tine, the
presence of al cohol has helped to create a nuch nore enjoyable
experi ence.

Chris and Lee are still trying to put together the
entertai nnent center and are now acconpani ed by lan, but don’'t
appear that they’ re maki ng headway.

21.
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CONTI NUED:

LEE
This is ridicul ous!

I AN

(apat hetical ly)
I know. You would think that the
presence of al cohol woul d have
gotten this thing assenbl ed
already...at least into a
mekeshi ft chair or beer dispenser.

(beat)
| give up!

LEE
You’ ve been here for |like three
seconds.

I AN
And those three seconds were well
spent, but it's giving ne a
headache, just | ooking at this
thing. I’"mgoing to make the nost
of my daily estrogen rush and help
the wonen in the kitchen

lan wal ks away fromthe area and into the kitchen.

CHRI S
Are we even sure that this is an
entertai nnent center?

LEE
O course it is. Look at the
pi cture on the box.

CHRI S
There's got to be sone parts
m ssi ng.

LEE

Screwit. lan"s right. This is
pointless while we’'re drinking. W
may as wel |l just unpack.

(beat)
Hey, or you could ask Emma to give
us | ap dances.

CHRI S
You're relentless as hell, has
anyone every told you that?
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

LEE
Who finished three Buffy eps in a
singl e day and nai ntai ned quality
on all three of said episodes?
Could it be? | think it was ne.

CHRI S
Who asked several hundred tines in
one day to get a guy to ask for

his lap dance and still didn't get
his way? Ch wait...that was you
t 0o.

LEE

I’ mgoing to break you down, young
padowan. Your resistance is

futile.

CHRI S
Seriously, why the hell can’'t you
do it?

LEE

I’mnearly twenty-six years ol d!
I’"d be considered a dirty old
pervert. Whereas if you asked and
she agreed, |1'd just be along for
the ride.

I NT. APARTMENT - KI TCHEN

We pick up in the kitchen, in the mddle of a conversation
wth the girls as lan carries a | arge box back toward the
[iving room

I AN
Can one of you give ne a hand with
this?

EMVA
Did you mss ny ice chest speech
earlier?

I an scoffs as he di sappears around the corner, wobbling to
each side a bit.

Emma, watching himgo, |ooks m schievously back to Caire.

EMVA (cont’ d)
Cone on! Wi ch one?
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CLAI RE
| don’t know.
(beat; uneasily)
They’ re our friends!

EMVA
Exactly. What are friends for, but
to help you out of a bind? There's
no shanme in tal king hypothetica
possibilities, Claire. W could
all very well take a Hawaii an
vacati on one day and it woul d be
best if we had these things
pl anned out beforehand. You saw
how nessy things were on
Glligan’ s Island.

CLAI RE
(beat; reluctantly)
Fromtal king to everyone online, |
woul d have al ways sai d Lee...
(sheepishly smling)
...and | still would.

EMVA
Real | y?

Gl aire nods al ong.

Emma (cont’ d)
So if we were marooned on an
i sl and, which we had to repopul ate
with future generations, you would
choose Lee to inpregnate you?

CLAI RE
Why? Whi ch one woul d you sl eep
with?

EMVA

Al three of them..and |l et them
fight over who was the child' s
f at her.

Claire’ s nouth drops with those words, |eaving Ema | aughi ng
hysterically.

Emma (cont’ d)
Claire, I"'monly kidding! |I'"m not
a raging slut.
(beat)
You're going to have to lighten

up!

24.
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

CLAI RE
Hey, | am..light!

EMVA
Sweetie, if nerves were clothing,
you' d be shopping in the maternity
ward and taki ng hand- nme-downs from
your grandnot her.

CLAI RE
That’s not...entirely true.

EMVA
You need to |let your hair down,
both figuratively and literally

speaki ng.
CLAI RE
But I don't --
EMVA

Don't worry. We're going to be
roommat es now. Wien |’ m done with
you, you won't even own a

scrunchy.
CLAI RE
(uneasily)
Thanks.

(beat; confused)
W' re going to be roommat es?

EMVA
Unl ess you were planning on
beddi ng down with Lee.

Claire quickly | ooks back over to Emma with a uncertain
expression as we CUT TO

I NT. APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM

Lee and Chris are still unpacking boxes in the living room
when Chris pulls forth a pair of lacy panties fromw thin a
box.

He admres them for a nonent and when he turns them around,
the phrase “EAT ME” is witten across the front.

CHRI S
(prom scuousl y)
This isn’t my box.

10

25.
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LEE
Do it.

I AN (O 9)
Do what ?

lan wal ks into view and admres the panties.

CHRI S
Lee’s trying to get ne to --

LEE
(interrupting)
Trying to get himto try on the
panti es.

| AN
Ni ce.
(beat)
Emma’ s?

LEE
Pardon the ill advised and yet
unavoi dabl e rhym ng, but | think
Claire lacks the flare to pull off
t hose panti es.

lan | ooks back to the kitchen to see Caire and Emma stil
goi ng on about sonet hing.

I AN
I don’t know. Take off the gl asses
and put on alittle red lipstick
and | think those panties have
Claire witten all over them

lan picks up a box and carries it off screen, leaving Chris to
stare unknow ngly at Lee.

CHRI S
It’'s okay for nme to know t hat
you're a dirty, old bastard, but
not | an?

LEE
We can't tell lan! It’Il screw
t hi ngs up. She’s never going to
give all three of us | ap dances!

CHRI S
But she’ll have no problemw th
t he other two?

26.
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LEE
Better chances, at | east.

CHRI S
I’mgoing to do you a favor, Lee,
and stop speaking to you fromthis
point on out. It’s going to be for
your own good so try not to take

of f ense.

LEE
But --

chris
| tell you what, you go tell lan
and he can ask her. Then there
wll be only two of you, ny jaw
won't be sore fromthe right hook,
and life wll be well in Los
Angel es.

LEE
You are such a scared, little
per son.

CHRI S

...said the man too afraid to ask
for his own | ap dance.

EMVA (O S)
Quys?

Lee quickly stands up fromthe ground and takes a step away,
| eaving Chris standing at Emma’s box, hol ding her panties.

Emma (cont’ d)
If you' re trying to seduce ne,
you' re going about it entirely the
W ong way.

CHRI S
Huh? No. | was --

Chris | ooks down at the panties before he quickly throws them
back into the box.

Chris (cont’d)
| just..got the wong box.. by
m st ake.
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EMVA
(playfully)
Even with it saying Emma in big,
bold letters across the top?

CHRI S
This just --

EMVA
Chill out, |overboy. You get a
free pass this tine.
(beat)
But | better not catch you nosing
around ny underwear drawer any

ti me soon.
(t hi nki ng)
True, | don’'t have an underwear

drawer, or any other type of
drawer at the nonent, but when |
get one --

CHRI S
Poi nt taken.

EMVA
Good.
(beat)
Now, sonething has cone to m ne
and Claire’ s attention.

11 I NT. APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - MOMENTS LATER 11

The entire group is sitting in the living roomfloor, |ooking
as though they’ re deep in thought.

LEE
| guess it would be illogical to
try and fit three people in that
room It’s hardly big enough.

CLAI RE
What are we going to do?

CHRI S
We need to cone up with sonme sort
of commttee to decide who gets a
room

| AN
Committee? Let’s just all have it
out in the mddle of the room
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CONTI NUED:

| AN(cont ' d)

Last person standing gets first
pi ck of roons...the first one out
gets the couch.

LEE
| couldn’t have possibly thought
of a worse idea.

I AN
Fi ne. What was your idea again?
Oh, wait. Did you have one?

LEE
Matter of fact, | do, M. Prissy
Pants. The girls can have one room
and the rest of us wll have to
find a contest of sorts to
determ ne what poor soul is going
to sleep on the couch

I AN
Fine, but I'mnot sleeping on the
couch.

EMVA
I Iike this plan.

CLAI RE
It is pretty good, as far as pl ans
go.

CHRI S

That’' s because there’ s no possible
way that either of you are going
to end up sleeping on that thing.
You know they dragged it up here
fromthe corner. There are
probably roaches and crack tubes
sewn into every fabric of its

bei ng.

We pan over at the old, yellow couch that sits nockingly in

t he corner

of the room

Chris (cont’d)

It’s going to be ne. | can already
tell.

I AN
So how are we going to settle
this?

LEE

The ol d fashi oned way.
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Wth that being said, Lee junps up fromthe floor and runs
into the other room

Everyone exchanges curious | ooks for a nonent before Lee cones
running back into the roomwith a |long, slender box. He smles
bol dly as he hol ds up MONOPCLY.

| AN
Monopoly is your great, unbiased
pl an?

LEE
VWhat’s nore fair than a board
gane?

| AN

(matter of fact)
A westling match.

LEE
A westling match isn’'t fair. It’'s
al | about physical prowess, which
despite what these manly arns
suggest, | don’t have. A board
ganme conmes down to luck of the
roll and that’'s precisely the best
course of action that we could
choose.

CHRI S
Let’s just get it over with. |
al ready know that |’ m sonehow
going to end up being the
apartnment bitch, whether it be
board gane or physical violence.

I AN
You want to go ahead and concede
t hen?
CHRI S
Hel | no! Break it out.
EMVA
(to daire)
They’'re so cute when they're

desper at e.

The girls exchange a small round of |aughter as the guys | ook
back and forth to one another.
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LEE
Alright then. It’s Monopoly or
di e.

| AN
Wn or lose, I'll commt nurder

before | sleep on the couch
LEE

Real show ng of sportsnmanshi p,
I an. Kudos.

CHRI S
How do we deci de who gets to go
first?

The others all |look to each other with suspici ous expressions
for a noment before we...

FADE TO BLACK

END ACT TWO
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CONTI NUED:  ( 4)
ACT THREE
FADE | N

I NT. APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT 12

As we fade into the apartnent, sonething seens strange. There
is no one within sight. As we curiously take in the absent
scene, however, a HOA feels the room followed by:

I AN (O 9)
You are going to be the apartnent
bi t ch!

We finally sweep across the room and behi nd the couch,
everyone has taken a seat on the floor, huddl ed around the
board gane with the trademarked col ored noney |lying in front
of everyone al ongside their beers.

CHRI S
This is bullshit! Howis this
fair, letting the girls play?
(beat)
|’ve lost nore noney to Claire
than | have to either of you

EMVA
What are we supposed to do?!
(beat)
| know we’re in Anerica now, but
"Il be dammed if I'’mgoing to
spend ny days barefoot and in the
ki t chen!

LEE
(apat hetical ly)
Ch, just drop your Southern
euphem sns with your not so subtle
undertones of sexist inplications.
You're starting to sound I|ike
Wayl on.

The group goes quite for a nonent with the nmention of the
nane.

Chris
Does anyone el se feel bad about
not inviting hinf

LEE
No.
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I AN
No.

EMVA
Hel | no.

CLAI RE

(beat; thinking)

Ki nd of.

LEE

Look, we all agreed that Wyl on
shoul dn’t be dragged into this.
Not only is it going to be an
el ongat ed conversation that
makes...well, two of us feel
guilty, but it’s already been
deci ded.

(beat)
God knows he’'s a good witer, but -

EMVA
He' s an asshol e.

LEE
I was going to say he's different,
but asshole works just as well.

I AN
Where the hell would we put him
up, anyway? Here we are playing a
bl oody board gane to deci de who
has to sleep on the sofa.

CHRI S
I don’t think that thing can be
classified as a sofa. | think

i nstrument of Satan is nore
adequat e.

LEE
Look, all faulty furniture aside,
when we get the internet turned on
here, Waylon can still help out
wWth the project. He just won't
know that we’'re all only four
states over from him

I AN
Let’s finish this damm gane so
can go sleep in ny bedroom

33.
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LEE
The ganme isn’t over yet,
|’ve Big Ben and amin
negotiations with Caire
pur chase Westm nster Abby

CHRI S
Those are where Boar dwal k
Pl ace shoul d be, right?

LEE
What the hell are you goi
about ?

CHRI S

The real nonopoly gane...

W Sse ass.

to
!

and Par k

ng on

?

Lee stares at Chris for a nonent, not quite sure what he's

getting at before he' s interrupted:

I AN
(beat)
| think Chris is right. T
shouldn’t be allowed to p
conpetition that doesn’'t
t hem

EMVA
Wait just a mnute --

LEE
This is getting out of co
Everyone needs to take a
and --

Bef ore he can get another word out,
face.

LEE (cont’ d)
That’s it. You ve unl eash
jedi pinp within. This ga
about to get ugly, ny --

Anot her PILLONhits himin the face.

LEE (cont’ d)
You rife bastards.

he girls
lay in a
concern

ntrol!
st ep back

Lee takes a pillow to the

ed the
me i s

34.
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I NT. APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - LATER

We pull back into the gane to find only the guys sitting
around the board now with Lee paying close attention as Chris

expl ains sonething to him

Meanwhi | e,

CHRI S
So Boardwal k and Park Place are
the two crown jewels of the gane
and are, in fact, where Big Ben
and Westm nster Abby are on your
strange little European Edition.

LEE
(di sbelief)
Real | y?
CHRI S
Yep.
LEE

I never knew that there was
anot her version of Mpnopoly.

CHRI S
It’s areally good thing that you
got out of England while you're
still...relatively young. Well
not el derly anyhow.

LEE
Hey! I'll not --

| an appears as though he’s going out of his mnd
and running his hands down the front of his face before

finally losing his cool.

I AN
(shouting)

This is absurd! W’ ve been playing

this gane for over two hours and
no one has been eli m nat ed!

LEE

Do you have to screan? |’ mcertain

that we’ ve got nei ghbors on at
| east one side of us.

I AN
We cane to LAto get rich, not to
whi t her away pl ayi ng board ganes!

13
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LEE
As | recall, | proposed a simlar
argunent this norning, only to be
told sonething to the effect of a,
‘we live to fight another day’

speech!

I AN
Piss off. I'mgoing to get another
beer.

lan gets up and | eaves for the kitchen.

CHRI S
(sarcastically)
He seens happy.

LEE
He'll get over it. |’ve always
known lan was a bit foul tenpered,
but as it turns out, neeting him
face to face, he’s a lot foul
t enper ed.

As Lee finishes his observation, the front door opens as

Claire and Emmm enter with nore beer.

EMVA
Did you know that they stop
selling al cohol at two o clock
her e?

CLAI RE
It’s true.

Emma and Claire make their way to the kitchen to neet lan as

we catch back up with Lee and Chri s.

Lee watches the girls wal k back into the kitchen,
note of his noticing.

LEE
You know. . .

CHRI S
No.

LEE
VWhat ?!

CHRI S

| al ready know what you’ re going
to say and the answer is no.

Chris taking

36.
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LEE
(of f ended)
No! | wasn’t going to suggest that
you ask Emma for a | ap dance, you
one track git!

CHRI S
Ch, finally. What is it, then?
LEE
(beat)
Ckay. | was.
CHRI S
(1 aughi ng)
At least you're a terrible liar..
LEE
Just one tinme is all 1’ m asking.
If she slaps you, |I'll never ask
agai n.
CHRI S
...and nobl e.
LEE
(beat)

Maybe we shoul d have invited
Wayl on! He would do it.

CHRI S
That’' s because Wayl on has no
noral s and probably a high
tolerance to pain wth as many
tattoos as he clains to have
gotten.

LEE
This is such a small request. |
can’t believe that you' re putting
up such a fight to sonething
that’'s so clearly a petty thing!

CHRI S
Fi ne!

LEE
(surprised)
What ?
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CHRI S
If you Il just shut the shit up
about it, 1'll ask her, but the
harder she slaps ne is the nore
di abolical ny plan for your death
IS going to be!
LEE
(beat; happily)
Fai r enough.
Chris sighs and stands up fromthe floor as Lee watches on
with a bold smle across his face.
lan and Claire both wal k back into the room | eaving Ema
alone in the kitchen and Chris prinme opportunity.
I AN (O 9)
Are we going to finish this gane
or what ?
Chris shakes his head as he | ooks back to Lee who is giving an
ent husi asti ¢ thunbs up.
I NT. APARTMENT - KI TCHEN - CONTI NUOUS 14

Chris pops his head around the corner and into the kitchen,
seei ng Emma goi ng about making a drink.

CHRI S
What are you maki ng?

Emma nearly junps out of her clothing as she spins around to
see Chris standing there.

EMVA
(deep breath)

Ckay, these living arrangenents
are not going to work out if
you' re going to pull an ‘ Angel
and pop out from behind corners
all hours of the night! Wat’s
next, brooding in the dark?

CHRI S
(apat hetical ly)
Pl ease. .. excuse the ignorance.
Il try tying sonething around ny
neck or start whistling when
wal k harm essly around a corner.

38.
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EMVA
No sarcasm either.
(beat)
Oh..and it’s a bloody marry.

CHRI S
Li ke the gueen.

EMVA
(smling)
Just because you're living with
three of them doesn’t nean that
you have to try and act |ike you
know British history.

CHRI S
"Il keep that in m nd.
(beat; uneasily)
Can | ask you a question?

EMVA
It doesn’t pertain to the phrase

on the front of ny panties, does
it?

CHRI S
No.

EMVA
(t hi nki ng)
Al right, then shoot.

CHRI S
Wiy did you cone here with the
rest of us?

EMVA
(curiously)
What do you nean?

CHRI S
I mean, out of all of us, you
don’t seem|ike you bel ong here.

EMVA
I do hope that you' re going
somewhere with this. Because,
otherwi se, | nmay have to ninja
kick you in the face.

39.
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CHRI S
The rest of us are kind
downt rodden and bitter |osers -
when | say the rest of us, I, of
cour se, nean Lee.

EMVA
O course.

CHRI S
W're just out to try and do the
one and only thing we can, but
you, on the other hand, seemthat
you coul d actually nmake sonet hi ng
of yourself if you put your mnd

toit.
EMVA
| have. That’'s why |’ m here.
(beat)

I don’t want to slave away at sone
hell hole for thirty years and
draw a pension. You may not have
caught on yet, but |’ m sonmewhat of
a free spirit. I"mny own boss.
This witing gig is the only shot
|’ve got at nmmking a real, honest

to God, successful life for
nmyself..and | intend to foll ow
through with it.

CHRI S
Wow.

EMVA
What ?

CHRI S

That was beautiful. Here | am
just to get away fromny parents,
and you’' ve actual ly got
aspirations.

EMVA
I know. . kind of crazy, huh? Me
Wi th aspirations. Who knew?
(beat)
So | guess we should go this gane
over with before lan inplodes.
(smling)
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EMVA( cont ' d)

Plus, I amjust the slightest bit
curious to find out which of you

wll get to wear the ‘' Apartnent
Bitch’ sash
CHRI S
(qui ckly)

Wait, there was one nore thing.

I NT. APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM

lan, Claire, and Lee are still sitting around the board.
and Claire are talking quietly anongst thenselves with |an,

once again, appearing to be close to the breaking point.

LEE
(to daire)
| really don't see it taking that
| ong, do you? W're all smart,
noti vated people. Wat’s standing
in our way?

CLAI RE
The mllion other people that are
trying to break into the sane
i ndustry that we are.

LEE
Things are going to work out. You
know why?

I AN
This is starting to get really
annoyi ng.

CLAI RE

" o(ignoring hi m
Y7

LEE
Because it’s our destiny.

I AN
I mean, seriously, this ganme never
ends!

CLAI RE
| really hate to take you down a
notch, but |I’mnot the biggest
believer when it comes to fate.

15
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LEE
That’s the great thing about it.
You don't have to believe in it
for it take effect.

I AN
And if we keep taking breaks, how
the hell are we going to finish it
intime for me to sleep in ny bed?

CLAI RE
"1l believe in fate when it hands
me a nice, crisp check. Unti
then, 1'Il stick tony ‘life bites
the big one’ routine.

LEE
Little pessimstic, isn't it?

CLAI RE
Li fe sucks, Lee. Get a hel net.

I AN
And | just realized that | don't
have a bed. Wen | win ny side of
the room |I'mstill going to have
to sleep on the floor

LEE
"Il make you a bit of a wager.
When we make it rich and fanous,
you admt that it was fate.

CLAI RE
And. ..?

LEE
Ckay, | didn't really think that
one through as well as | could
have, but nmy main argunent is
still in tact. W're going to nmeke
it because we’'re supposed to.

CLAI RE
Until then, you mght want to go
ahead and strap on that
hel net...just in case.

Finally, after a few a nore nonents, |an quickly stands up
fromthe floor and kicks the board gane across the room
spilling its pieces across the whole of the room



16

THE H GH LI FE * Exordi unf 08/ 28/ 2005 43.

CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

I AN
Fair play be dammed! W' ve tried
denocracy, but now |l’'mleaving it
up to nature. Survival of the
fittest!

lan runs fromthe living room leaving Caire and Lee
exchangi ng bemused expressions.

I NT. APARTMENT - KI TCHEN 16
Chris is still nervously chatting up Emma in the kitchen.
CHRI S

Wth that,

You see..Lee and | were wondering -
- Actually, not so nuch ne as it

is Lee. | just kind of got dragged
into the entire situation by
defaul t.

EMVA
I's your tactful inquisition, in
any way, an attenpt to bore me to
deat h?

CLAI RE
(si ghi ng)
You see, the thing is --

IAN (O S)
No tine for | ove, Doctor Jones!

| an pops around the corner, grabs Chris by the

neck, and drags himinto the living room

CHRI S
VWhat the hell are you doi ng?!

I AN
Claimng ny territory by neans of
brute force.

CHRI S
Dude, let ne go!

Chris tries to fight Ian back, but gets dragged fromthe
kitchen and toward the |iving room
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I NT. APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOQUS 17
As we watch lan drag Chris into the living room he
accidentally trips over the couch and the two go tunbling over
t he back of it.

Lee and Claire begin |aughing maniacally for a few nonents
before a hand reaches out and grabs Lee by the collar of the
shirt.

We watch Lee’s panicked face be drawn away before we...

BLACK QUT.

END ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:

I NT. APARTMENT - KITCHEN - N GHT

Claire and Emma are sitting atop the kitchen counter,
sipping slowy fromtheir drinks.

CLAI RE
You think it’s safe to go back out
t here?

EMVA

I’ m not taking any chances,
especially after the thinble

i nci dent .
CLAI RE
(beat)
You know, | know we noved in with

a bunch of guys for roonmates, but
they’re witers. You think that
they woul d be renotely bereft of
this kind of macho bul I shit.

Aren’t artistic people supposed to
be refined? Well nore so than

aver age peopl e, anyhow.

EMVA

Al men, even your artistically
savant variety, can be as refined
as they want, but as |ong as
they’ve still got the penis
attached firmy to the body,
they're going to have westling
mat ches. .. and pi ssing contests and
any other version of a
testosterone fuel ed gane that they
can think of to flaunt their
masculinity.

(beat)
Don't think that |I'’mjaded either!
I"mjust a realist.

CLAI RE
(uneasily)
Never crossed ny mnd
(beat)
God, do you think any of themw I
ever just give up?

bot h

18

45.



19

THE H GH LI FE * Exordi unf 08/ 28/ 2005 46.

CONTI NUED:

EMVA
My noney’s on Lee.

I NT. APARTMENT - LI VI NG ROOM 19

As we conme to rest in the mddle of the fl oor once nore, we
find that the westling nmatch has cone to a stal enate.

Al three nen have each other pinned to the ground, but are
not particularly holding each other there, nostly just
| eani ng.

After a few nonents, lan tries to flip over and grab Lee, but
is quickly stopped short when Chris throws his armaround his
neck and sl ans hi m back the fl oor.

I AN
That was just uncalled for.

CHRI S
You dragged ne in here by ny neck!

I AN
It was a brotherly kind of
t hi ng. .. showed conpassi on.

LEE
|’ m about done with conpassion. If
one of you don’t let ne up..
(beat; thinking)
...you re both fired from our
future production conpany!
CHRI S | AN
You’' re not the boss anynore! You’' re not the boss anynore!

Lee (cont’d)
Damm! Do the two of you renenber
everyt hi ng?!

| AN
This is pointless! One of us is
going to have to give up. Nobody
is going to wn. W ve been in the
sanme position for well over twenty
m nutes and | believe nmy back is
begi nning to spasm Anyone care to
do the right thing here and wal k
away ?
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20

CONTI NUED:

LEE
Monopoly isn’t sounding |like such
a bad idea now, is it?

I AN
Lee, just do the chivalrous thing
and concede defeat. | want to go
to sl eep.
LEE
Me?!
I AN
You're easily the nost call ow of
us all.
LEE
Li ke hell 1 am You concede!
CHRI S

You know what?! Screw it. 1’11
t ake the couch.

LEE
(surprised)
You will?
I AN
Seriously?
CHRI S
If it will get the two of you to
shut up and get Lee off of ny
back, I'll doit. I'll do
anyt hi ng.
I AN
Ni ce.

The guys start getting up fromthe floor, one at a tine, and
begin to stretch thensel ves out.

lan (cont’d)
Ch, by the way, you m ght want to
check that couch out before you

set up canp. | found a needle in
it earlier.
I NT. APARTMENT - LIVING ROOM - LATER 20

Everyone is gathered in the living roomagain, all sitting
stoically in the floor, sone still sipping on a beer.
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CONTI NUED:

Al three guys still look to be worn out fromthe skirm sh and
the girls look to be just tired.

Chris is rubbing a spot on his |eg as he | ooks back to
everyone el se.

CHRI S
You guys realize that it’s nearly
three in the norning.

LEE
Yeah, but it’'s al nbst noon back
honme. |’ m good.

CHRI S
It’s nearly five back hone, for
me...l'"mnot. And | don’t know i f

you guys have forgotten al ready or
just being extrenely unreasonabl e,
but you guys are still in ny

bedr oom

EMVA
Deal with it.

CHRI S
And | thought living wth ny
parents was bad.

EMVA
Bad, M. ‘M parents sent ne on a
five week vacation to Ireland | ast
year?' |If any of the five of us
were conparable to a ‘ Friends’
character, you would easily be the
‘Rachel’ of the group!

CHRI S
Hey, don’t blanme ne because ny
parents were sonewhat successf ul
What was | going to do, turn it
down?

EMVA
The point is that you're a little
rich kid and |iving here, in what
nost woul d consider to be the
‘ghetto,” is going to do you sone
good. Hell, who knows, it nmay well
maeke a man out of you

48.
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

LEE
(apat hetical ly)
Children, you're raising your
voi ces again. What did | say about
t hat ?

EMVA
(rolling her eyes)
If we can’'t speak in a normal and
courteous tone with one anot her,
we shoul dn’t speak at all

LEE
Music to ny ears.

I AN
And here | was thinking that |
wasn't living with nmy father

LEE
Mock nme all you want ‘young ‘un,’
but there will be peace in this
house under ny watch.

CLAI RE

(beat)

| still can’'t believe that we're
actually here. It’s al nost
surr eal

CHRI S

I know. They’ve got *‘ Starbucks’
open twenty-four hours a day here.

I AN
(beat)
Do you guys think that we'll
actually make it?

LEE
VWhat ?!
EMVA
O course, we will. It’'s not a

gquestion of if. It’'s a question of
when. To quote Lee from one of his
| ess annoyi ng speeches, the five
of us are destined for great
things. Well, greater than playing
Monopol y and sponsoring |iving
room w estling nmatches anyhow.
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LEE
I, for one, concur. This isn't
sonet hing that we just decided to
do one day. This is what we were
born to do. What the hell else are
we going to do with our lives?
Wrk a bullshit job that’'s got us
living off of cigarettes and anti -
depressants? My ass! W' re going
to get this series of ours off the
ground, start our production
conpany, and live the life that
each and every one of us full well
deserves.

I AN
(beat)
Am | just really drunk or does
anyone else feel a tad bit
inspired after that?

EMVA
Part inspired...part hungry.

CLAI RE
I could really go for sonmething to
eat too. It feels like it’s about
[ unch tine.

LEE
It is lunchtime. Think there’s
anything open at three o’ clock in
t he norni ng?

CHRI S
You are all insane.

CLAI RE
| saw a flyer today for a Chinese
pl ace that delivers all hours of
t he ni ght.

I AN
Seriously?

CLAI RE
| cannot tell a lie.

I AN
I’mgoing to love this city.
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LEE
(happi | y) .
What the hell are we waiting on
t hen, peopl e? Soneone grab the

phone!
EMVA

Unh..we don’t...have a phone yet.
LEE

Right. 1'Il just throw ny slippers

on then and head down to that pay
phone downst ai rs.

CLAI RE

(qui ckly)
"Il go.

Lee stands up fromthe ground and wal ks to a box across the
room pulling forth a pair of furry slippers, followed shortly
thereafter by Claire standing up to put her shoes on too.

I AN
Screwit! I"Il go. It should be
fun to see if |I can nmake it up and
down the stairs after all the
beer.

lan stands up fromthe floor too.

EMVA

I never have fancied nyself as
much of a follower, but if all the
cool kids are doing it, then
m ght as well junp off the bridge
t 0o.

(beat; to Chris)
You com ng?

CHRI S
No. I'"mnot really that hungry.
More tired than anything. Since |
pulled living roomduty, 1'd
better not hear a peep when you
conme back through ny bedroom

The others are already starting out the door as Emma runs to
her new room

LEE
(to Enma)
You com ng?!

51.
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CONTI NUED: ( 5)

EMVA
Go ahead...Il’ Il neet you guys down
there in a second. | think
sonet hi ng has eaten ny shoes.

Everyone el se piles out of the apartnent, leaving Chris to
qui ckly ook around to stand up fromthe ground.

He stands uneasily for several nonents before Enma cones back
out of the room and heads toward the door.

CHRI S
Ema. . .

Emma stops and turns around.

EMVA
Yeah?

CHRI S
(nervously)
Earlier...when we were tal king, |
didn’t get to finish what | was

sayi ng.
EMVA
(eyeing the door)
Well, either make it quick or nake
it wait.
CHRI S

I was just trying to inquire - as
| said before, for Lee’'s sake - as
to the extent of the accuracy of
your previous coments...about
being..a...

(muttering)
... pol e danci ng princess.

EMVA
Ch, aren’t you just the cutest
little thing? It’s like you're in
fifth grade, trying to ask your
first school girl crush for a lap

dance.

CHRI S
It was really nore Lee wonderi ng
than ne. | nean, | just --

Chris stops talking as Emma slowly makes her way over to him
and cones to stand seductively before him
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EMVA
(sl owy)
Al in good tine.
(beat; quickly)
Now |"ve got to hurry downstairs
before they get ne sone kind of
breaded rat and forget ny saki!

Wth those words, Emma turns and runs for the door,
to slamcl osed upon her exit. Chris stands for several

nmonent s,

trying to figure out what just happened.

CHRI S
(beat)
She really is a tease!

Of of Chris’ benused expression, we...

BLACK QUT.

END OF SHOW

leaving it

53.



